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egendary phatographer Horry
Beanson wias Bl & Ingd of 15 liw-
Ing in r|.|'\!.'||'|‘| wheen e gl his
first camera, a gill from lus
dad—which he prompily pawned
to buy & "Rohert Mitchum
Jacken,” in reddish-brown her-
Fangbaone. Ex |_'|'|I|I.|.||:|.l e ke=nrmed
to put @ camern to betler use,
thee spectacular results of which ane on viesw al
the Scottish Mational Porirait Gallery, begine
ning Aungust 4, in his Brsl major relnospecing,
“Béug There: Harry Bensons I'".I'I:. YWenrs of
Fhotojournalism.” The title of the show, which
travels 1o the Smnthson@an Matonal Portrat
Ciallery in June of MHFT, refers 1o Benson's
kmack for turming up whenever and wherever
history is bappening—{rom the Beatbes® first
trip to America (he snapped that famous pil-
low fight after they found out they were 1o ap-
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nol oul o debunk,” e savs, “bual 1 gl i as

pear on Fhe Ed Sullivaa Show and lter ac-

companicd them on the plane) 1o Robert  close as [ can, and il they start 10 solien up, |
Kennedy™s assassanation o the destruction of  don't back off, 1 go closer still.™ Mo doubl

the Twin Towers, But, truth be told, proximi

Benzom™ keen sense of siylbe played a rofe as
will Phoiographers

have a habit of looking ‘
like shit.” he notes. =1

iy isnt the half of 1. Whal makes Bensons
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stagus of his subjects as his almost spooky feel -
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for the precise emotional pitch of a given siin-  always dressed the best
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ation, and his boundless humanity, *1'm | comald.”
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fier decades of going without, the citizens of Bed Adr just got their first neighborhood
hookstore—Dragen Besks. Stocked with wsed and antiquarian volumes, the shop ai

the erest ol Beverdy Glen fecls mose like a private libeary, what with its 18th-century

French mantelpices, leather club chairs, Doric columns supporting an upstairs readers” gallery,
] bonpdcs rising hallfway 1o the 26=foot-high ceiling.

[,'.I:.\,1|_g|_|_'| Books 18 the bramchald of Jay Panake. (Yes, he's one of the nutomotive Penskes,
though he's ventured ot on his own, armed with & Wharton diploma and a wealth of kleas.) A
foundder of V5L, a thrving inleractive-meds-and-technology company, and Firefly Mohile, de-
!.-;Il'1|"f|'-\.-€\."-'|. an INgEnous cellular F'll'll'\llll," for children, Penske SIYS |:|'riI3a.'h'.'1 Books fulfills a dream

that's been recurring since childhood, when he read John Goardner’s “Dragon, Dragon,” While

& serial '|'\-:q_-|'\.-x|_'|1;'\.;'\-: ;,"b,|1|_'|'|-n,'_ he Became a sereous reader of |‘JI|'|-|.'¢I!'.'.I.':- novels, Soon he began
collecting, starting with works by Kierkeganrd nnd Mencken. When moving 1o Los Angeles in
2002, he dizcovered he had 25 000 volumes, hall of whch be's mow selling 1o sustain his passson
loF mew acgusilions. He shelved each book himaself, and he often mans the cash r..'gi-'.n.":.

Twao hundred patrons flocked to Dragon Books opendng day, and gratlymg maments lor the
ammer continue—especially when parents come in with their children. “They start in the juvenile
seciion bl find themselves deawmn to the rare books,” Penske observes, “and [ can see it In a

kid's eyes—that sense of wonder, the awakening of a new book-lover.™ A SOOTT BERG
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